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Dear Friend,  
Assalamu alaykum, Peace and Blessings.

By the grace of God Almighty we have successfully completed another 
year of growth. We could not have done it without our beloved donors, 
supporters and volunteers. We are grateful to each of you for your 
continued support.

Delivering emergency relief in places such as Gaza, Mali, Syria, Somalia 
and Philippines is fraught with challenges. However ZF is driven to be  
one of the first organizations to reach those who need immediate help.

In Syria our courageous team could be killed or kidnapped at almost 
any moment. But ZF remains in the interior, passionately determined 
to deliver humanitarian aid–to refugees and internally displaced, to 
victims of man-made or natural disasters–wherever it is most needed. 
Alhamdulillah!

But dear friend, the highest goal of Zakat goes beyond delivering 
short-term aid. Creating economic justice, so that giving changes  
lives permanently, is the best way to utilize Zakat.

You know that through the years we have touched hundreds of thousands of lives, whether during 
seasonal programs such as Ramadan and Udhiya / Qurbani, or through our educational and development 
projects. We have trained hundreds of people and given them tools to earn their living. In 2013 we gave 
rickshaws as Eid gifts. Every family that received a rickshaw now has a permanent source of income.

We raised money for water wells in rural African communities. Now the children can go to school 
instead of hauling water every day from polluted streams miles away. The livestock can drink and the 
vegetable gardens can flourish.

ZF believes in bringing donors, volunteers and beneficiaries together in ways that change lives. In 2013 
we organized a group of young American women who visited Ghana, West Africa, to learn and serve in 
a different culture, bringing back a global perspective they never could have gained at home. We will 
continue to offer these service-learning experiences, inshallah.

My ZF colleagues and I traveled extensively in 2013 to evaluate the impact of the work we do. We met 
high-ranking people such as the justice minister of Sri Lanka and the newly-elected president of Mali, 
and hundreds of beneficiaries whom we strive to serve. Our goal is to maximize the effectiveness of 
every dollar you have entrusted to us.

We hope our financial report will show you what your donations are accomplishing around the world.  
As usual if you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us.

I believe that together we will build a better future and a better world. I am an optimist! As an 
individual, as executive director, I do what I can do and leave the rest to the Lord of heaven and earth. 

Wassalamu Alaykum,

 
Khalil Demir 
ZF Executive Director

Khalil Demir, ZF Executive Director, visits Malians displaced 
by civil conflict and severe flooding in 2013.

Changing lives permanently: 
THE HIGHEST GOAL OF ZAKAT

Committed to changing lives permanently | FROM THE DIRECTOR     5 
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Dear ZF Supporter: 
Assalamu alaykum, Peace be upon you.

Do you ever wonder if there is hope for the world? How can we not wonder when we see the 
turmoil and violence that afflict so many countries?

The ongoing war in Syria shocked and horrified us all in 2013 with chemical attacks, reports 
of starvation and torture. 

The collapse of an unsafe textile factory in Bangladesh left more than a thousand families 
grieving their lost loved ones. 

The rebellion in Mali displaced hundreds of thousands who then faced catastrophic flooding. 

But although my heart threatens to break with every new disaster, you, our donors, give 
me hope. Through your generosity ZF delivered warm clothing, tents and food to displaced 
Syrian civilians. Your donations enrolled refugee children in school, bundled them in warm 
coats, and filled their backpacks with supplies. Your kindness built a bakery and distributed 
fresh bread to hungry families. 

Through your charity ZF fed the families of textile workers killed in the collapse, taught the 
women of Dhaka’s slums to sew on their own sewing machines and gave fathers hope for 
their families when they received a rickshaw of their own. 

Your willingness to share your resources brought doctors and medicines to Malian refugees 
who were sick and in pain. 

And you understand that many of these problems have their roots in the entrenched poverty 
around the world. You share our passion to address the causes of poverty in every country 
where we work. 

Children who are sick and untreated cannot go to school. A child who spends the day 
carrying water cannot go to school. Parents who have no skills or equipment to earn a living 
cannot afford to send their children to school, take them to the doctor when they are sick, 
or even feed them. Without nutritious food, good health and an education, how can young 
people hope for a productive future for themselves and their communities? 

With your help ZF is determined to create hope for impoverished communities. Schools, 
permaculture projects, water wells, skill-building programs and health clinics are just some 
of the ways that ZF is working to create a world in which everyone has opportunities to 
learn and contribute, no one goes hungry, and no one is discarded or forgotten. 

From the bottom of my heart, thank you for being part of this vision. Your spirit and your 
faith shine through the despair. 

Sincerely,

 
Hasan Arslan, Ph. D. 
ZF President

Hasan Arslan, Ph. D., ZF President

Donors’ generosity 
GIVES US HOPE FOR A BETTER WORLD

Hope for a better world | FROM THE PRESIDENT     6 
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The children’s faces showed delight upon receiving the Watan Bakery bread.
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*http://www.unrwa.org/crisis-in-yarmouk
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1 sheep

5,052 sheep

Approximately

10 people



SE
AS

O
N

AL
 P

RO
G

RA
M

S 
   

 

18 



ANNUAL REPORT 2014      

19 



SE
AS

O
N

AL
 P

RO
G

RA
M

S 
   

 

20 



ANNUAL REPORT 2014      

21 



SE
AS

O
N

AL
 P

RO
G

RA
M

S 
   

 

22 



ANNUAL REPORT 2014 

23 



HE
AL

TH
CA

RE

24 



ANNUAL REPORT 2014 

25 



HE
AL

TH
CA

RE

26 



ANNUAL REPORT 2014     

27 



28 



ANNUAL REPORT 2014     

29 



30 



ANNUAL REPORT 2014     

31 





ANNUAL REPORT 2014  

33 



34 



ANNUAL REPORT 2014  

35 



36 



ANNUAL REPORT 2014  

37 





ANNUAL REPORT 2014  

39 



40 



ANNUAL REPORT 2014  

41 



42 



ANNUAL REPORT 2014  

43 



44 

2013 and 2014

Service 
Awards

orphans
sponsored



ANNUAL REPORT 2014 

45 

 

October 1, 2014

Halil Demir
The Zakat Foundation of America
P.O. Box 639
Worth , IL 60482

Dear Halil Demir: 

On behalf of Charity Navigator, I wish to congratulate The Zakat Foundation of America on achieving our coveted
4-star rating for sound fiscal management and commitment to accountability and transparency.

As the nonprofit sector continues to grow at an unprecedented pace, savvy donors are demanding more accountability,
transparency and quantifiable results from the charities they choose to support with their hard-earned dollars. In this
competitive philanthropic marketplace, Charity Navigator, America's premier charity evaluator, highlights the fine
work of efficient, ethical and open charities. Our goal in all of this is to provide donors with essential information
needed to give them greater confidence in the charitable choices they make.

Based on the most recent information available, we have issued a new rating for your organization. We are proud to
announce The Zakat Foundation of America has earned our third consecutive 4-star rating. Receiving four out of a
possible four stars indicates that your organization adheres to good governance and other best practices that minimize
the chance of unethical activities and consistently executes its mission in a fiscally responsible way. Only 12% of the
charities we rate have received at least 3 consecutive 4-star evaluations, indicating that The Zakat Foundation of
America outperforms most other charities in America. This “exceptional” designation from Charity Navigator
differentiates The Zakat Foundation of America from its peers and demonstrates to the public it is worthy of their trust. 

Forbes, Business Week, and Kiplinger's Financial Magazine, among others, have profiled and celebrated our unique
method of applying data-driven analysis to the charitable sector. We evaluate ten times more charities than our nearest
competitor and currently attract more visitors to our website than all other charity rating groups combined, thus making
us the leading charity evaluator in America. Our data shows that users of our site gave more than they planned to
before viewing our findings, and in fact, it is estimated that last year Charity Navigator influenced approximately $10
billion in charitable gifts.

We believe our service will enhance your organization's fundraising and public relations efforts. Our favorable review
of The Zakat Foundation of America's fiscal health and commitment to accountability & transparency is now visible
on our website.

We wish you continued success in your charitable endeavors.

Sincerely,

Ken Berger
President & Chief Executive Officer
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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS’ REPORT

To the Board of Directors
The Zakat Foundation of America

We have audited the accompanying financial statements of The Zakat Foundation of
America (an Illinois not-for-profit corporation), which comprise the statements of
financial position as of June 30, 2014 and 2013, and the related statements of
activities, functional expenses and cash flows for the years then ended, and the related
notes to the financial statements.

Management’s Responsibility for the Financial Statements

Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these financial
statements in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United
States of America; this includes the design, implementation, and maintenance of
internal control relevant to the preparation and fair presentation of financial statements
that are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.

Auditors’ Responsibility

Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on our
audits. We conducted our audits in accordance with auditing standards generally
accepted in the United States of America. Those standards require that we plan and
perform the audits to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial
statements are free of material misstatement.

An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts
and disclosures in the financial statements. The procedures selected depend on the
auditors’ judgment, including the assessment of the risks of material misstatement of
the financial statements, whether due to fraud or error. In making those risk
assessments, the auditor considers internal control relevant to the entity’s preparation
and fair presentation of the financial statements in order to design audit procedures that
are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion
on the effectiveness of the entity’s internal control. Accordingly, we express no such
opinion. An audit also includes evaluating the appropriateness of accounting policies
used and the reasonableness of significant accounting estimates made by
management, as well as evaluating the overall presentation of the financial statements.

We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to
provide a basis for our audit opinions.
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January 22, 2015
Darien, Illinois Page 3

Opinion

In our opinion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material
respects, the financial position of The Zakat Foundation of America as of June 30, 2014
and 2013, and the changes in its net assets and its cash flows for the years then
ended, in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United
States of America.
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UNRESTRICTED
TEMPORARILY
RESTRICTED

PERMANENTLY
RESTRICTED TOTAL

PUBLIC SUPPORT AND 
REVENUES
Contributions $ 3,234,524 $ 3,641,639 $ 0 $ 6,876,163
In-Kind Donations 679,962 0 0 679,962
Interest Revenue 74 0 0 74
Net Assets Released from

Restrictions 3,026,370 (3,026,370) 0 0

TOTAL PUBLIC SUPPORT
AND REVENUES 6,940,930 615,269 0 7,556,199

FUNCTIONAL EXPENSES
Program Services

Emergency Aid 2,666,150 0 0 2,666,150
Seasonal Programs 1,538,343 0 0 1,538,343
Education 1,240,731 0 0 1,240,731
Orphan Sponsorship 343,473 0 0 343,473
Development 295,861 0 0 295,861
Other Program Support 268,106 0 0 268,106

Total Program Services 6,352,664 0 0 6,352,664
Management and General 552,628 0 0 552,628
Fundraising 261,953 0 0 261,953

TOTAL FUNCTIONAL EXPENSES 7,167,245 0 0 7,167,245

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS (226,315) 615,269 0 388,954

NET ASSETS,

BEGINNING OF YEAR 5,003,039 37,073 0 5,040,112

END OF YEAR $ 4,776,724 $ 652,342 $ 0 $ 5,429,066



The Leader in Empowering Lives Through Zakat




